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Speakers’ Notes

In our third large scale event at  the Forum Theatre, we are proud to present such a concentration of 
expertise on asylum. 

The topic arouses strong feelings. Debate on the issue is often poorly informed and biased. 

The panel of four experts will present  the facts and answer your questions about the asylum process in 
the UK and the treatment of asylum-seekers. This is your chance to find out about  the asylum process 
and whether the UK is meeting its international obligations to refugees.

Under the leadership of Kate Allen, Amnesty International has published reports on criminalisation of 
asylum-seekers, unfairness of the decision-making process and the deliberate use of destitution to 
deter claims for asylum in the UK. 

Experienced immigration solicitor Steve Symonds trains lawyers for the Immigration Law 
Practitioners’ Association and lobbies the government on immigration legislation. 

Juliet Cohen, head of medical services at  the renowned Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims 
of Torture, is an expert  on the mental health of asylum-seekers and the unfairness of the asylum 
determination process, as well as the treatment of torture victims.

Medical Justice, represented by Emma Ginn, campaigns on the health needs of detained asylum-
seekers. Emma gave up her job in the electronics industry to campaign against detention and 
deportation of asylum-seekers after Yarls Wood Immigration Detention Centre opened near her home 
in Bedford in 2001. 

Each of these experts will speak on different aspects of the asylum system before responding to 
questions from the audience.

The event will be chaired by Mike Kaye, himself an expert  on the asylum process. He has nearly 20 
years experience in human rights research and advocacy, much of it in the asylum field. He is now 
responsible for advocacy and campaign work with the Still Human Still Here campaign, supported by 
Amnesty International.

Hear the experts, ask your questions, have your say!

Tickets: £9/50 (concession £8.50) available from the box office, Malvern Theatres, and from  
the Amnesty Bookshop, Malvern, 01684 563507 
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